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Considering Opportunities. Keeping Promises. Providing Hop THE “}, e D nis

Submitted: June 14, 2018

Please add this letter and attachments to the Agenda for the June 25, 2018, 7:00pm Regular Meeting of
Council as Correspondence, and have this letter read aloud and display the attachments

Re: Follow up from the June 11, 2018 meeting of Committee Meeting of the Whole presentation:
“Standing Strong for the Vienna Woods” as presented by the delegation of Joanie Koch-Kalanj
& Designated Representatives of Concerned Educators, Youth and Citizens for Restoration,

Conservation & Preservation of GF Vienna Woods

Your Worship, Mayor Konrad, and Members of Council,

We are all now in the process of rebuilding from the devastation created by the recent flooding.
Neighbours and strangers from further afield have been pulling together to help rebuild — rebuilding a
sense of community, a sense of pride, a sense of contribution — and we are finding that we have a great

deal of strength and resiliency.

With this rebuilding, comes opportunity. We are being offered opportunities to work together to plan
a renewal and to create an inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable community.

Our request to have the Vienna Woods re-zoned as an Urban Park and Natural Wildlife Sanctuary is a
timely matter considering the renewal opportunities now facing our community. And while it may not
seem imminently important, it is, as Councillors Krog indicated at the May 7, 2018 Committee Meeting
of the Whole that negotiations to sell off part of the Vienna Woods forested lands to a business interest
are currently underway. We are suggesting a viable option, that the potential business operator be

offered non-forested city-owned lands for sale.

We understand and are appreciative of the Council’s commitment to increasing business development in
Grand Forks, however we would also like to see their strong commitment to preserving the Vienna
Woods as part of our environmental heritage. We believe that BOTH of these needs can be met.

As Mayor Konrad recognized at the June 11, 2018 Regular Council meeting, a number of people
attending the meeting were there to support our proposal. Some of these people were directly
impacted by the floods, yet despite their immediate worries, they felt a need to show their support for
protecting the Vienna Woods by attending the meeting. This is part of the “ripple effect” of neighbours
helping neighbours with the goal of pulling together to make things better. As Susan Aglukark’s “Song
of the Land” speaks to -- to help to build a “Tomorrow” which is “sparkling in the eye of a child”, and
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where “elders are cherished”. This ‘tomorrow’ includes our environment and the elderly 90-year-old Y
Ponderosa Pine trees in Vienna Woods. -
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Please find attached: p '-’q 4
1. Information package from Delegation Presentation of June 11, 2018, 9:00am. Committee of the fi 1' ~ 3
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Whole Meeting entitled: “Standing Strong for the Vienna Woods”. T
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currently containing 175 signatures (on 22 pages).
3. Online Petition* showing 637 signatures as at June 14, 2018, 11:00am, indicating a more wide-

spread and ‘global’ concern for preserving the Vienna Woods forest
Link: https://www.change.org/p/bc-save-the-grand-forks-vienna-woods
*both petitions will be continuous and referenced at a future date

2. Hard copy of a Petition entitled “Help Save the Vienna Woods from Commercial Development ,@ ...... Y
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? Save The OGrand Forks Vienna Woods

A7 have signed. Let'x gat to 1000/

As the presenter at the June 11, 2018 Committee Meeting of the Whole representing Concerned
Educators, Youth and Citizens for the Restoration, Conservation & Preservation of GF Vienna Woods, |
commented that teachers are also learners who can benefit from mentorship. Teachers act as
facilitators. We act as intermediaries. We encourage collaboration and engagement with all
‘stakeholders’. We look for ways to be inclusive.

This fall, aligned with Provincial Education Guidelines, local teachers will be responding to the questions
initiated by the students involved in the Global Citizenship Group. These will include offering placed-
based learning opportunities for students and helping them to gain a deeper understanding of the
environmental impact that the Vienna Woods forest has in the overall ecology of the valley — from air
quality to protecting species at risk as Fred Marshall indicated in The Boundary Sentinel article of March
26, 2018.

Quoting The Boundary Sentinel March 26* article further, it goes on to say: “Marshall — who worked for
Forest Services for many years — told council the forest is one of the last areas of a very unique
ecosystem in the region. Dominated by Ponderosa Pine, yellow pine, dryland desert and bunchgrass, as
well as a host of wildlife, birds and raptors, the 90-year-old forest contains one of the last remnants of
the “dryland” ecosystem, he explained. “And it’s quite a unique one and its becoming more rare as we
develop across the province. So | would like to think it would be worth preserving as a protected area
for the city as a park.” He goes on to say that although active nests in the area may be low, the use of
the Vienna Woods by a variety of bird species is high and that Vienna Woods acts as a ‘buffer” to protect
nests in other areas of the valley.

We are suggesting that it is possible to bridge the goals of economic growth with ecological
preservation.

In addition to preserving and restoring the forested lands, remediation efforts will also create jobs,
provide educational and career opportunities for our youth that support sound ecological management
practices, and create mentoring opportunities with knowledgeable ‘elders’ in our community.

Longer-term, and in association with interested groups (eg. non profit societies, university research
outreach projects, BCIT Forest Ranger program, etc), a variety of environmentally-sustainable economic
spin-offs will also be realized that will benefit the community while still protecting the tenuous ecological
aspects of the forest. For example, carbon credit programs.

It took a century to create the habitat that exists in the Vienna Woods Forest. Disturbing it would cause
irreparable damage and have a ripple effect throughout the entire Grand Forks Valley. We want to
preserve our environmental heritage, in perpetuity, to create a long-lasting legacy for us, our children,
grand-children, and future generations.

Respe fully submitted,

}}] cﬂA a,/nzy;f
Jod le och-Kalanj & Desugnated Representatives of Concerned Educators, Youth and Citizens for
Restoration, Conservation & Preservation of GF Vienna Woods

Enc. Attachments: / 2 # pages
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Standing Strong for the Vienna Woods: Encouraging Restoration, Preservation and Conservation
Presentation to Mayor and Council, Grand Forks, BC June 11, 2018
by Joanie Koch-Kalanj, on behalf of Concerned Educators, Youth and Citizens

It took a century to create the habitat that exists in the Vienna Woods Forest.

A unique ecosystem exists in the Grand Forks Vienna Woods that provides species-rich biodiversity and wildlife habitats. Disturbing it
would cause irreparable damage and create a ripple effect throughout the entire Grand Forks Valley. We want to preserve our
environmental heritage, in perpetuity, to create a long-lasting legacy for us, our children, grand-children, and future generations.

What this presentation is about:

Our goal is to help the Mayor and Council to ‘see the forest and the trees’ — and realize the importance of preserving
and enhancing the Vienna Woods forest and its unique ecosystem ~ seeing everything the natural world does for us.

What is our desired outcome:

Our request is to have the City-owned lands of ‘Vienna Woods’ re-zoned as an “Urban Forest and Natural Wildlife

Preserve’, in perpetuity.

The stakeholders who are affected by this issue:

* All of the citizens of the Grand Forks Valley — for health, enjoyment and heritage values and benefits.

All of the animals and plants that inhabit the Vienna Woods forest — for protection and preservation of diversity of

every species, especially those species at risk.

The environment — for protection of the unique ecosystem that exists in Vienna Woods including the fullness of life

from microbes, fauna and flora, to the benefits the trees provide to reduce carbon in its role in global warming.

* The elected officials — if they wish to be re-elected they must do a good job of representing the true values of the
citizens. Many of our youth will soon be of voting age and they will be active in civic engagement.

How can we bridge the goals of City Council for economic growth while protecting the Vienna Woods forests?

* Identify skills development and career options for youth that support sound ecological management practices

Explore and pursue multi-level funding options for Vienna Woods forest enhancement, youth employment, and

professional mentorship — for example, Fred Marshall’s Remediation Plan; tree-planting/Trees Canada example

* Carbon credit programs and the trees contribution to air quality

What approaches can we discuss that will have a positive impact on the outcome?

* Celebrate and protect what the Vienna Woods forest offers us — beauty of Nature at our doorstep, air filtering and
carbon sequestering abilities of the Ponderosa Pines, noise buffer for residents and industries, opportunities for

placed-based learning, indigenous perspectives, pride of heritage and cultural preservation etc.
* Allow Vienna Woods to continue, and support its growth as an epicenter of species-rich biodiversity as referenced
in reports provided by Biologist Jenny Coleshill, Forester Fred Marshall, the Granby Wilderness Society, private
citizens
Creating a sense of civic pride in those people who make a contribution to improving the quality of life within our
community and help to provide a cultural and environmental legacy
What challenges present themselves and should be avoided by elected officials:
* The lack of foresight for the longevity of our natural forests which diminish our environmental heritage
* Lack of accountability, wasteful spending , misuse of taxpayers dollars and grant monies
Lack of respect and valuing of input from concerned citizens when making decisions about publically-owned lands
that have historical, cultural and environmental significance
Questions posed by GFSS Global Citizenship Club with regard to preserving, restoring and conserving “Vienna Woods”
as a Legacy for future generations — May 2018

* Not only does planting trees benefit the community by creating natural buffers and relocating animals, but it also
would create a source that the city could use for student involvement. In what ways would industrializing these
woods help bring the future generations of children into the community?

Would you be able to ensure that the wildlife population would be able to function healthily as they do now, and if
not, how according to the Canada Wildlife Act, would you be able to have a functioning industrial area that would be
sustainable for all of the wildlife that has lived in the Vienna woods in the past, and still inhabits it now?

Even with the tree policy in place, how would you be able to move all of the living wildlife currently inhabiting areas
such as the Vienna woods, into a place where they would be able to thrive?

In order for the trees to grow healthily after they have been replanted, it would cost time and money. How would
you be able to ensure that in the areas that the trees are planted in, ho person or creature would go through them

and harm the growth of those trees?

Standing Strong for the Vienna Woods
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The 9 Intelligences of Ml Theory

The 9 Intelligences of MI Theory

Intelligence

Skills and Career Preferences

Verbal-Linguistic Intelligence
Well-developed verbal skills and sensitivity to
the sounds, meanings and rhythms of words

Skills - Listening, speaking, writing, teaching.
Careers - Poet, journalist, writer, teacher, lawyer,
politician, translator

Mathematical-Logical Intelligence Ability to
think conceptually and abstractly, and capacity
to discern logical or numerical patterns

Skills - Problem solving (logical & math),
performing experiments

Careers - Scientists, engineers, accountants,
mathematicians

Musical Intelligence
Ability to produce and appreciate rhythm, pitch
and timber

Skills - Singing, playing instruments, composing
music
Careers - Musician, disc jockey, singer, composer

Visual-Spatial Intelligence
Capacity to think in images and pictures, to
visualize accurately and abstractly

Skills - puzzle building, painting, constructing,
fixing, designing objects

Careers - Sculptor, artist, inventor, architect,
mechanic, engineer ,5a; |oy '

Bodily-Kinesthetic Intelligence
Ability to control one's body movements and to
handle objects skillfully

Skills - Dancing, sports, hands on experiments,
acting
Careers - Athlete, PE teacher, dancer, actor,

| firefighter . suyae.om

Interpersonal Intelligence
Capacity to detect and respond appropriately to
the moods, motivations and desires of others

Skills - Seeing from other perspectives, empathy,
counseling, co-operating

Careers - Counselor, salesperson, politician,
business person, minister

Intrapersonal Intelligence
Capacity to be self-aware and in tune with inner
feelings, values, beliefs and thinking processes

Skills - Recognize one’s S/W, reflective, aware of

inner feelings
Careers - Researchers, theorists, philosophers

Naturalist Intelligence
Ability to recognize and categorize plants,
animals and other objects in nature

Skills - Recognize one’s connection to nature, apply

science theory to life
Careers — Scientist, naturalist, landscape architect

Existential Intelligence

Sensitivity and capacity to tackle deep questions
about human existence, such as the meaning of
life, why do we die, and how did we get here

Skills — Reflective and deep thinking, design

abstract theories
Careers — Scientist, philosopher, theologian

hHo/iweb eortland edu/anderemd/learnina/MI%420Tahle htm
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Help us save the Grand Forks VIENNA WOODS

from Commercial Development
e

PETITION ENCOURAGING THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS
TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN
TO ENSURE ALL ITS TREES AND UNIQUE NATURAL AREAS
ARE PROPERLY PROTECTED AND WELL MANAGED.

April 20", 2018

To: Mayor Konrad, and Grand Forks City Council and Staff:

This Petition is to encourage the City to develop and adopt a comprehensive plan and supporting
bylaw to guide the future management of the trees and the several unique natural areas owned by
the City.

Our urban forests and natural areas are the most valuable assets present within and owned by the
City. They make Grand Forks a very beautiful, unique City and hence a very desirable place to live.
The amenity values and ecosystem services provided by these trees and areas should be managed
and protected via a proactive management plan that has the strength of a City Bylaw.

There are many templates available from the (ISA) International Society of Arboriculture which
provide a useful guide for communities embarking on developing such a plan and bylaw. Several
communities in BC already have such plans and bylaws and would likely be willing to share them with
you to assist your staff in developing its own plan and supporting bylaws.

We herein signify our support for this proposal:

Postal
Street City Code Signature
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Help us save the Grand Forks VIENNA WOODS
from Commercial Development

PETITION ENCOURAGING THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS
TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN
TO ENSURE ALL ITS TREES AND UNIQUE NATURAL AREAS
ARE PROPERLY PROTECTED AND WELL MANAGED.

April 20", 2018

To: Mayor Konrad, and Grand Forks City Council and Staff:

This Petition is to encourage the City to develop and adopt a comprehensive plan and supporting
bylaw to guide the future management of the trees and the several unique natural areas owned by

the City.

Our urban forests and natural areas are the most valuable assets present within and owned by the
City. They make Grand Forks a very beautiful, unique City and hence a very desirable place to live.
The amenity values and ecosystem services provided by these trees and areas should be managed
and protected via a proactive management plan that has the strength of a City Bylaw.

There are many templates available from the (ISA) International Society of Arboriculture which
provide a useful guide for communities embarking on developing such a plan and bylaw. Several
communities in BC already have such plans and bylaws and would likely be willing to share them with
you to assist your staff in developing its own plan and supporting bylaws.

We herein signify our support for this propcsat:
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Name (please print) Number | Street City Code | Signature 7
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Help us save the Grand Forks VIENNA WOODS
from Commercial Development

PETITION ENCOURAGING THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS
TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN
TO ENSURE ALL ITS TREES AND UNIQUE NATURAL AREAS
ARE PROPERLY PROTECTED AND WELL MANAGED.

April 20", 2018

To: Mayor Konrad, and Grand Forks City Council and Staff:

This Petition is to encourage the City to develop and adopt a comprehensive plan and supporting
bylaw to guide the future management of the trees and the several unique natural areas owned by

the City.

Our urban forests and natural areas are the most valuable assets present within and owned by the
City. They make Grand Forks a very beautiful, unique City and hence a very desirable place to live.
The amenity values and ecosystem services provided by these trees and areas should be managed
and protected via a proactive management plan that has the strength of a City Bylaw.

There are many templates available from the S(SA) International Society of Arboriculture which
provide a useful guide for communities embarking on developing such a plan and bylaw. Several
communities in BC already have such plans and bylaws and would likely be willing to share them with
you to assist your staff in developing its own plan and supporting bylaws.

We herein signify our support for this proposal: ‘
House Postal |
Name (please print) Number | Street City Code | Signature
_iﬁ‘lx Lo wn H AN '3"-“':""\ Aand S ! s (\\L) s V)*(J Q3 )a
(::3r Cl \Ql LG
MaryA e Stawe st fores [T
s , -1 G rand |10
| /5thAveEarks Moy
— ‘ ! \/g l,f -
Doderah b S Kesevip Qc)\ (/,)( OWO\PQA@ |(HO
_ , Vor
Sacah Or/owsk l/:_dvm KU Crnd vk | 1 75
N | 5 RiversigE Yo/
S0 stel /gn/q DAL |GRAVD FoRRS J+ 0O
- L ws vol /.
Trene 1‘7/”/(’ $ein N ' fork 4 é] A [HE Y
L1ra (i bbe Gy 457 Lo f et
Hni Ver:
WU: (/ g o si| e Vi 1o
Nieale Frager Hanter Fetay Ch '5'*'[;& Vo (€¢







Help us save the Grand Forks VIENNA WOODS
from Commercial Development

PETITION ENCOURAGING THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS
TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN
TO ENSURE ALL ITS TREES AND UNIQUE NATURAL AREAS
ARE PROPERLY PROTECTED AND WELL MANAGED.

April 20", 2018

To: Mayor Konrad, and Grand Forks City Council and Staff:

This Petition is to encourage the City to develop and adopt a comprehensive plan and supporting
bylaw to guide the future management of the trees and the several unique natural areas owned by
the City.

Our urban forests and natural areas are the most valuable assets present within and owned by the
City. They make Grand Forks a very beautiful, unique City and hence a very desirable place to live.
The amenity values and ecosystem services provided by these trees and areas should be managed
and protected via a proactive management plan that has the strength of a City Bylaw.

There are many templates available from the (ISA) International Society of Arboriculture which
provide a useful guide for communities embarking on developing such a plan and bylaw. Several
communities in BC already have such plans and bylaws and would likely be willing to share them with
you to assist your staff in developing its own plan and supporting bylaws.

We herein signify our support for this proposal:

House Postal
Name (please print) Number | Street City Code | Signature
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Help us save the Grand Forks VIENNA WOODS
from Commercial Development

PETITION ENCOURAGING THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS
TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN
TO ENSURE ALL ITS TREES AND UNIQUE NATURAL AREAS
ARE PROPERLY PROTECTED AND WELL MANAGED.

April 20", 2018

To: Mayor Konrad, and Grand Forks City Council and Staff:

This Petition is to encourage the City to develop and adopt a comprehensive plan and supporting
bylaw to guide the future management of the trees and the several unique natural areas owned by
the City.

Our urban forests and natural areas are the most valuable assets present within and owned by the
City. They make Grand Forks a very beautiful, unique City and hence a very desirable place to live.
The amenity values and ecosystem services provided by these trees and areas should be managed
and protected via a proactive management plan that has the strength of a City Bylaw.

There are many templates available from the (ISA) International Society of Arboriculture which
provide a useful guide for communities embarking on developing such a plan and bylaw. Several
communities in BC already have such plans and bylaws and would likely be willing to share them with
you to assist your staff in developing its own plan and supporting bylaws.

We herein signify our support for this picposal:
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Help us save the Grand Forks VIENNA WOODS
from Commercial Development

PETITION ENCOURAGING THE CITY OF GRAND FORKS
TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT PLAN
TO ENSURE ALL ITS TREES AND UNIQUE NATURAL AREAS
ARE PROPERLY PROTECTED AND WELL MANAGED.

April 20", 2018

To: Mayor Konrad, and Grand Forks City Council and Staff:

This Petition is to encourage the City to develop and adopt a comprehensive plan and supporting
bylaw to guide the future management of the trees and the several unique natural areas owned by
the City.

Our urban forests and natural areas are the most valuable assets present within and owned by the
City. They make Grand Forks a very beautiful, unique City and hence a very desirable place to live.
The amenity values and ecosystem services provided by these trees and areas should be managed
and protected via a proactive management plan that has the strength of a City Bylaw.

There are many templates available from the (ISA) International Society of Arboriculture which
provide a useful guide for communities embarking on developing such a plan and bylaw. Several
communities in BC already have such plans and bylaws and would likely be willing to share them with
you to assist your staff in developing its own plan and supporting bylaws.

We herein signify our support for this proposal:
House Postal

Signature

Name (please print) Number | Street City Code
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